THE DEFENCE OF THE EMPIRE
to chart England's course to-day. She has no single
principle of action, not even 'sacred egotism'; she has
at least five, and they are incompatible. The result is
that, whilst individual Englishmen are intelligent and
honest, 'England* as a character in the international
drama is thoroughly undependable. It is not 'perfidy';
it is inner contradiction* England was honest when
she promised to evacuate Egypt, and honest when she
constantly refused to do so; honest when she pledged
her support to France in case of aggression under the
Locarno pact, and honest when she reminds the world
that such an agreement is to be taken only in a Pick-
wickian sense.
Mr. Guerard's conclusion, by the way, is interest-
ing. He says:
Neither England nor America can have a position
and steady policy antagonistic to each other. On the
basis of mere national selfishness, they cannot unite.
Their one hope, and the one hope of the world, is that
they shall work together in the organisation and en-
forcement of international law.
The main lines of a policy which, put forward
clearly as that for which Great Britain stands, would
secure the support of the Dominions and the increas-
ing co-operation of America, are broadly as fol-
lows:
First, as to German grievances, raw materials and
so on, let us make clear that we are willing to have
the facts fully elucidated. Will Germany, Italy and
Japan stand with us for the establishment of a Fact-
Finding Commission to answer such questions as
whether the Have-Not states are at a disadvantage in
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